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1660.   Nevertheless, that for which  Cromwell
stood had, in effect, conquered.
Those who retained Catholic principles and
inclinations in England were still very numerous;
when he died they were still more than a quarter
of the population. In Ireland, in spite of massacre
and wholesale robbery the great Catholic mass
stood firm, and there at least seven-eighths of the
people retained their religion in spite of the
conquest;   but the  Civil  War had  completed
both in Britain and in Ireland that long process
- of Catholic impoverishment and Protestant en-
richment which had begun with the Dissolution
of the Monasteries more than a hundred years
before and had been continued with the Irish
confiscations   under   Elizabeth   and   completed
with the enormous fines levied upon all those
landowners in England who stood out boldly
and openly proclaimed themselves Catholic,
Further, the victory of those for whom Crom-
well stood and of whom he was the most con-
spicuous leader was the virtual end of the mon-
archy, although kingship had come back amid
universal rejoicing, before young Charles had
been crowned at Westminster and all the rest
of it. The great landowners and the great
merchants, acting through the House of Commons
and the House of Lords, which they formed,
took over the government in England and have